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THE 


NEW BIRTH. 


A DISCOURSE, &c. 


JOHN 111. 3. 


Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, Verih, verily JI ſay unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the Ring- 
dom of God, 


Tu E corruption of the Chriſtian World, and the almoſt 
general lukewarmneſs of thoſe who have ſome reſpett for Reli- 
gion, render it impoſſible to preach openly and conſtantly the 
deep Truths of Chriſtianity without giving general offence, 


How naturally, having made ſome efforts towards ſalvation, do 
we repoſe ourſelves as if we were at the end of our career! Per- 
haps we even think ourſelves ſure of the prize before we have 


begun the race! And if any one ſhould venture to ſhew us the 


folly and danger of ſuch conduct, we regard him as a melancholy 
perſon, who conſiders only the dark fide of things, and who takes 


a ſorrowful pleaſure to make us view them in the ſame light with. 


himſelf, 
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This is one of the reaſons why thoſe who are commiſſioned to 
ſkew us the way of ſalvation, are afraid to dwell upon what Jefux 

Chriſt has ſaid concerning the difficulties of the way, and the 
ſmall number of thoſe who walk therein, Indeed if we ourſelves 

are in the broad way that leadeth to deſtruftion, it is not ſur- 

priſing that we ſhould ſpeak but ſeldom of the unfrequented 

Path that leads to life ; and that we ſhould but feebly and ſpa- 

ringly preſs thoſe truths by which at length Worldlings muſt be 

either convinced or confounded. But it 1s certain, that if we are 

more ſincere, a thouſand difficulties will riſe up to deter us, and 

ſhake the reſolutions which we have formed to reſiſt the torrent 

of prejudice and ungodlineſs, 


We fear being accuſed of want of Charity, if we declare as 
firongly as the Scripture does, That if any man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt he is none of his, We are afraid of being 
charged with preaching a new Doctrine, if we declare boldly 
with St. James, That he who is the Friend of the World 
2s the Enemy of God, Or with St. Paul, That fhe who 
liveth in pleaſure is dead while fhe liveth, And we find by. 
| ſorrowful experience, that we muſt ſubmit to be counted Viſion- 
aries, and Enthuſiaſts, or ceaſe to declare with the ſame Apoſlle, | 
that the true Chriſtian is a man who glories only in the Croſs of 
Chriſt ; who being juſtified by Faith, has really peace with God ; 
that he feels the peace of God in his ſoul, as a. ſeal of the pardon 
of his fins, That he rejoices in hope of the glory of God, and that 
ne glories in tribulation, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in 
his heart by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him, For it is certain 
that the world is always the ſame, and that the Doctrine of Chriſt 
as well as his Croſs, is ſtill to the Jews a ſtumbling block, afd to 
the Greeks fooliſhneſs: that it ſtill excites the indignation of thoſe 
who falſely call themſelves children of God, and is ridiculed by 
thoſe whom the fooliſh wiſdom of this world fills with preſump- 
tion. Nevertheleſs as among thoſe who rejett the council of God 
in giving it the names of Enthuſiaſm, and dangerous Revery, there 
are ſome who are diſtinguiſhed by their good debres, and by ſome 

ſparks 


1 


fparks of zeal for the Religion of our Fathers: and as among thoſe 
who fight againſt God, many do it in ignorance, believing 
that they do him ſervice ; let us flrive to explain in this diſcourſe 
one of thoſe eſſential truths of Chriſtianity upon which theſe half- 
Chriſtians meditate ſo rarely, and decry ſo often, yiz. The 
Doctrine of our Regeneration, or New Birth in Jeſus Chriſt, 


And to ſuſtain the attention by the order of the matter, as well 
as by the importance of the ſubject, let us examine, 
+ 4 — * Upon what occaſion our Lord Jeſus Chriſt declared, 


that Except à man be born again, he cannot fee the King- 
dom of God? 


Secondly, What are we to underſtand by theſe Expreſſions, 
To be born again ; to be regenerated? 


Thirdly, What are the reaſons upon which the abſolute 
neceſſity of our regeneration is founded; and how »eaſy, and 


yet dangerous, it is to take the reformation of our manners 
for the regeneration of our ſouls, 


Laſtly, How we may come to a true renovation without 


which no man can ſee the Kingdom of God. 


Reader, if you love the Truth, and if you have reſpeG to 
the Eternal Son of God, whoſe words we are now to con- 
ſider, lift up to him a mind diſengaged from prejudice, and 
beſeech him to apply to your heart and mine, the profound 
truths of our Text! He taught them himſelf during the days 
of his fleſh, and he ſtill gives the knowledge of them by the 
unction of his Spirit, Yes, Divine Redeemer! Let thy Grace 
teach us, and thy Word ſhall be in this hour alſo a light unto 
our feet! Deign to ſhew us the Path which condutts to thee, 
and give us the will and the power to run therein and follow 


thee 


CES I 


thee in the regeneration, until we enter in by thee into thy 
Kingdom: for thou art alone the Path, the Door, the Truth 
and the Life! 


FARI TF nner 


To whom, and how our Saviour preached Regeneration, 


The Evangeliſt teaches us, that Nicodemus, a Jew, as re- 
markable for his attachment to his Religion, as for his know- 
ledge, his reputation, and his rank, having heard of the 
Miracles of Jeſus, concluded that he was a Prophet ſent of 
God, and came to ſee him by night; probably to put to him 
queſtions concerning the- Kingdom of God, which all the pious 
Jews then attentively waited for. Our Lord knowing that 
the Ideas which Nicodemus had of his Kingdom were not leſs 
groſs than thoſe of the reft of the Nation, took this occaſion 
to undeceive and inſtruct him. He declares to him, that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is of a nature ſo fpiritual, that a man 
far from having power to enter, cannot be in a ſtate even to 
ſee it, without a real Converſion. T ſay to you, adds he, that 
except a man be born again, he cannot fee the Kingdom of 
Cod, 


As if he had ſaid, Do not deceive yourſelf, Nicodemus. 
My Kingdom is not of this World. Thou haſt formed falſe. 
ideas of it. Few of mankind can ſee it, and thou canſt not 
enter mto ut thyſelf. Thy temperance and moral virtues, thy 
zeal for the Religion of your Fathers, and the exattneſs with 
which thou fulfilleſt thy exterior duties, have not yet prepared 
thee for the preſence of God. If thou art not delivered out 
of the Eſtate in which thou art at preſent, know that thy ſoul 
will always remain incompaſſed with darkneſs as thick as that 
which envelopes an Infant who has not yet ſeen the light, Thou 

| | rejoiceſt 


HE 


rejoiceſt in a life animal and earthly : but thou haſt loft in 
Adam a life ſpiritual and divine. Thou haſt loſt the life of 
God out of thy ſoul, and thou canſt not recover it but by 
being born again. Without a ſpiritual birth, it will be as 
impoſſible for thee to ſee God, and rejoice in the brightneſs 
of his face, as for an Infant not yet born to diſcover the 
Sun, and rejoice in his light. 


This Doctrine, altogether ſtrange as it muſt appear to the 
natural man, could not be wholly unknown to a Jewiſh Doctor. 
God had promiſed to the Iſraelites, by the mouth of his Pro- 
phets, that he would put à new ſpirit within them ; that he 
would take away the heart of ſtone out of their fleſh, and give 
them an heart of fleſh ; that he would circumciſe, or change 
entirely their hearts, that they might love him with all their 
foul, and with all their ſtrength. David had demanded of 
God with torrents of tears, that Ae would create in him à clean 
heart and renew @ right ſpirit within him. And Ezekiel had 
cried to all the people, Put away from you all your inti- 
quittzs, make you new hearts end new ſhirits, for why will you die 
O houſe of Iſrael ? We may believe that after theſe promiſes, theſe 
prayers, theſe declarations, theſe menaces, expreſſed ſo clearly | 
in the Old Teſtament, a ſincere Jew mull have ſome Idea of 
that ſpiritual change which diſtinguiſhes the faithful from the 
children of chis world. But 2s iu the preſent day, among 
the people of God, there are Tome who conſcientiouſly full? 
many moral duties, and walk with fincerity in the exterior 
ordinances of Religion, without at the lame time knowing 
by experience what the New Birth is, fo it was in the times 
of our Saviour. Nicodemus, notwithſtanding all his virtue, 
his religion, his zeal, his Gncerity, and his love for inftruftion, 
was not yet regenerated : and conſequently be augmented the 
number of thoſe righteous perſons, who think they have ng 
ned of deep repentance, or ſpiritual repovation, 


Being 


. 
[ 
| 
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Being therefore ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at hearing | the words 
of Chriſt, and being yet ſo blind as to underſtand them ina groſs 
and literal ſenſe, How can a man be born again, cried he, when 
he is old can he enter a ſecond time into his Mother's womb,_ 


to be born? That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh, replied 


Jeſus. In vain would you be born a ſecond time of fleſh 


and blood, which cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 


You could not thereby be in a ſlate to enter into that King- 
dom, for you can only carry out of your Mother's womb a 


nature corrupt, ſenſual, and earthly, It is of a ſpiritual 


birth I ſpeak; for only that which is born of the ſpirit 
is ſpirit. - And as the Kingdom of God is purely ſpiritual 
I repeat to thee again, Verily, Verily, if a man be not 
born of water and of the ſpirit he cannot enter into it, If 
the pure waters of grace, of which thoſe of Baptiſm are em- 


bplematic, do not render white as ſnow thoſe fins which are 


red as ſcarlet; and if the powerful operation of the ſpirit of 
God docs not renew all the faculties of his ſoul, cauſing him 
to be born again of incorruptible ſeed, by which he recovers 
the image of his Creator, and becomes thus a partaker of the 
divine nature, he ſhall have no part in the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light: the entrance of that Kingdom ſhall be ſhut 


againſt him for ever, ; 


And as if it was not ſufficient to have twice declared re- 
regeneration abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, and to have 
ſupported his ſecond ſolemn declaration by the word (not to 
ſay the Oath) Verily, repeated alſo twice, the Son of God 
ſceing ſurprize painted upon the face of Nicodemus ; and 
diſcovering by thoſe Eyes which ſound the hearts and the 
reins, that he could not receive his Doftrine, becauſe he 
could not comprehend by - what operation of the ſpirit a 
ſoul can be regenerated : the Son of God, I ſay, prayy 
him, as with tenderneſs, not to be aſtoniſhed if he ſhould 
fay to all thoſe who were preſent as well as to him, Ye 
muſe be born again, And fearing leſt that which is myſterious 

in 


5 


in the renewing. of the Soul, ſhould cauſe him to rejeft what 
be had ſaid as abſurd and impoſſible, with a patience and wiſdom 
truly admirable, he ſtrives to make him ſee the poſſibility of 
feeling the effects of the Grace which regenerates, and at the 
fame time the impoſſibility of deſcribing exattly its operations, 


How great brevity and force are united in the reaſonings 
of cur Saviour! The wind, ſays he, bloweth where it hifteth, 
and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but thou canſt not tell 
whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth, ſo is every one that 
2s born of the Spirit. As if he had ſaid, Thou doſt not 
doubt but the wind is ſomething real, Meantime you can 
neither paint it, nor deſcribe it to a man who could neither feel 
nor hear it; much leſs could you ſay whence it ariſes or 
| whither it goeth, In like manner a Sinner who is regenera- 
ted, into whoſe ſoul God has breathed the breath of ſpiritual 
life, knows that the clouds of his underſtanding are diſſipated : 
that God has called him out of darkneſs into his marvelous 
light, and that the Sun of Righteouſneſs has riſen upon him. 
He diſcovers with tranſports of holy joy, the happy revolu- 
tion it has made within him. He ſees that he is paſſed from 
death unto life; and he feels that he is a child of God be- 
cauſe he has the Spirit of Adoption which cries in his heart 
Abba—Father! Becauſe the conſolations of the Lord as a 
ſpiritual Zephyr (if I may ſo expreſs myſelf), refreſhes his 
ſoul ; and becauſe he is made partaker of a power which was 
before unknown to him, and of a felicity which eye hath not 
ſeen, which car hath not heard, and which has never elevated 
the heart of the man who is not regenerated, But although 
he feels theſe, changes in himſelf, it is impoſſible for him to 
paint them, or deſcribe how the Spirit of God has wrought 


them. No, he cannot make a man whoſe eyes the Lord has. 


not opened ſee this Kingdom of God which 1s eſtabliſhed in 
his ſoul, He cannot make him taſle theſe waters ſpringing 


uP into Life Eternal, this happineſs unurterable which inun- 
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dates the heart of a believer. It is the Pearl of great Price, 
the concealed Treaſure, and the new Name which none knoweth 
but he who receiveth it. It is the Word of Life, the hidden 
Manna, which each muſt ſee, which each muſt touch with 
his own hands, which each muſt taſte with his own mouth. 
It is the Myſtery of the Faith preſerved in a pure conſcience. 
It 1s the Seed incorruptible, without which no man can be 
born of God, nor ſee the Kingdom of Heaven, 


An Anſwer ſo poſitive might have ſatisfied Nicodemus, but 
his incredulity forced him ſtill to cry out, How can theſe 
things be? How true it is that the natural man, though he 
ſhould be juſt, ſincere, temperate, and in ſome ſort religious, 
cannot comprehend the things of the Spirit of God! How 
true it is that they are fooliſhneſs to him, and that he regards 
them always as things impoſſible, unleſs God reveals them 
to him as he does not to the world. Be not then ſurpriſed 
at their. behaviour, to whom we often announce the profound 
truths of Chriſtianity. The virtuous Nicodemus himſelf cried 
out, How can theſe things be? The Half-Chriſtians may alſo 
cry out, This is carrying things too far: This is yielding to 


Enthuſiaſm: This is to loſe ourſelves in the clouds. The 


beft way to ſtop the mouths of theſe Unbelievers, is to anſwer 
them as our Lord anſwered Nicodemus, Art thou, ſaid he, a 
Teacher in Iſrael and knoweft not theſe things? That which 
we know we declare, and that which we have ſeen we teftify ; 
but, blinded by your falſe wiſdom, you receive not our 2 
timony. If 1 have ſpoken to you of things material and ter- 
reſtrial, of the properties of the wind which you feel, and 
which you hear blowing every 'day upon the Earth, and ye 
believe not, being neither able to underſtand or render a rea- 
ſon for it ; how could you believe and comprehend my diſcourſe, 
if I ſhould ſpeak to you of ſpiritual and heavenly things. 
Of the ſecret opperations of regenerating grace, the particulari- 
ties of that Second Birth, without which no man can ſee the 

| | ; Lord ? 


{( 11) 


Lord? It is thus that Jeſus Chriſt confounds the Ignorance 
and incredulity of this Teacher in Iſrael, who knew not yet 
that which he ſhould teach to others. Thus he gives him to 


underſtand, and us with him, that Religion does not conſiſt in 
ſpeculative diſſertations upon the Dottrines which it propoſes, 


but in an experimental knowledge of its myſteries, in an un- 
ſhaken faith in the promiſes of God; in the joyful anticipa- 
tion of that good which this faith procures for us, and in 
the living and powerful ſentiments which lead inſtantly to the 
prattice of all the duties of a new life. Reader, do you de- 
fire to profit by theſe inſtruttions of the Son of God? If 
you believe that he who cannot lie or deceive, has declared, 
that you muſt be born again in order to enter his Kingdom, 
do not loſe a moment in vain ſpeculations. Fall upon your 
knees before him who can ſoften your heart, and cauſe the 
ſcales to fall from your ves. Demand of him that he may 
enable you to fee and 1 the abſolute neceſſity of regenera- 
tion, and that you may receive the grace to ſeek it with 
tears of ſincere repentance, This is that which Nicodemus did. 
Notwithſtanding the repugnance which at firſt he felt to re- 
ceive the Dottrine of Regeneration, being convinced by the 
words of our Saviour, he at length devoted himſelf, He be- 
lieved, and became a New Creature; for the Goſpel teaches 
us, that he who dared not to come to Jeſus but by night, and 
had ſpoken to him only to make objettions, confeſſed him 
openly, (and by conſequence his Dottrine) even when all his 
Diſciples had abandoned him. O let us be ſtrengthened, that 
we may be as ready to imitate his faith, as the worldlings are 


to object with him, How can theſe things be ? 
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PART THE SECOND. 


What we are to underſtand 'by theſe Expreffions, To be 


born again : to be regenerated.” 


Although our Saviour refuſed to anſwer an unprofitable 
queſtion of the Jewiſh Doctor, upon the manner of a ſoul 
being regenerated, it is nevertheleſs not impoſſible to explain 
what is the ſtate of a ſoul that is born again, and in what 
Regeneration doth conſiſt. In general we may ſay, it is that 
great change by which a man paſſes from a ſtate of nature to 
a ſlate of grace. He was an Animal Man; in being born 
again he becomes a Spiritual Man, His natural birth had 
made him like to fallen Adam, to the old man, againſt whom 
God had pronounced the ſentence of Death, ſeeing it is the 
wages of fin. But his Spiritual Birth makes him like to Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the New Man, which is created according to God 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. He was before born a 
child of wrath, proud, ſenſual, and unbelieving; full of the 
love of the World and of ſelf-love; a lover of Money and 
of earthly Glory and Pleaſure, rather than a lover of God. 
But by Regeneration, he 1s become a child, and an heirof God, 
and a joint heir with Chriſt, The humility, the purity; the 
love of Jeſus, is ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit, 
Which is given to him, making him bear the image of the 
Second Adam, He is in Chriit a New Creatrue, old things 
are paſſed away, all things are become New, All the powers 
and faculties of his ſoul are renovated. His underſtanding 
heretofore covered with darkneſs, is illuminated by the expe- 
rimental knowledge which he has of God, and of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, His conſcience aſleep and inſenſible, awakes and 
ſpeaks with a fidelity irreproachable. His hard heart is ſoftened 
and broken, His will, ſtubborn and perverſe, is ſoftened, yields, 
and becomes conformable to the will of God, His paſſions 


_ unruly, 


. 


unruly, earthly and ſenſual, yield to the conduft of grace, 
and turn of themſelves to objects inviſible and heavenly; and 
the Members of his body, ſervants more or leſs to iniquity, 
are now emyloyed in the ſervice of righteouſneſs unto holi- 
neſs, Hence his ſoul, his body, his ſpirit, run with equal 
rapidity in the ftraight path of obedience; and all that is 
within him cries out, God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave 
in the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, by which I am 
crucified to the World, and the World unto me. I know 
no man after the Fleſh, I live not, but Chriſt liveth in me, 
and the life I live, is by faith in the Son of God who loved 
me and gave himſelf for me, | 


Such is the prodigious change which a living faith, pro- 
duces in the ſoul of a repentant Sinner. Such is the change 
which the Apoſtle calls a new creation, a Reſurrection from 
the dead, a paſſing from death unto life, the power of God 
unto Salvation, unto every one that believeth ; and by which 
he is raiſed with Chriſt and walks in newneſs of life. 


But to be more particular, We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that 
when our Lord ſaid to Nicodemus, a man cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God without being born again, he meant to 
compare the ſpiritual birth of a child of God, with the natu- 
ral birth of a child of Adam ; thus to have juſt Ideas of 
the firſt, it is needful to conſider the ſecond, and to riſe from 
that which is viſible and material, to that which is inviſible 
and celeſtial, 


An infant which is not yet barn, ſeels neither the air nor 


the fluids by which it exiſts. It underſtands not: the organs 
of ſenſe are not in a condition to act. It diſcovers nothing; 
its eyes being cloſed to the light and all ſorts of objefts. It 
is true that when it approaches the birth, a principle of life 
1s manifeſted, and ſome feeble movements begin to diſtinguiſh 
ut from a maſs of matter; but the objefts which ſurround it 
: ; | arc 
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ve not the leis unknown, Although it is in the world, it 
has no more idea of that which paſſes therein than if the 
world did not exiſt ; not only becauſe the ſenſes are not yet 
unfolded, but becauſe of the thick veil which ſurrounds, and 
hinders its diſcovering the objefts that are ſo near it, So it 
is with the man who 1s not regenerated, In God he lives 
and moves and has his being. But he is not ſenſible of his 
preſence, por of that divine breathing which nouriſhes the ſpi- 
ritual life of thoſe who are born again. The things of God, 
which preſent themſelves continually to the mind of the chil- 
dren of God, make no impreſſion upon him. God calls, but 
he underitands not his voice, Chriſt offers himſelf to him as 
the bread that cometh down from Heaven, but he cannot 
talle that the Lord is good. God would manifeſt himſelf to 
him, as he does not unto the World, but the Eyes of his un- 
derſtanding are covered with ſo thick a cloud that he cannot 
difcover him. He is a ſtranger and foreigner, as St. Paul 
declares; he is alienated from the life of God by the igno- 
rance that is in him: an ignorance that makes him inſenfible 
of its exiſtence. He may have ſome beginnings of ſpiritual 
life and motion before he is regenerated. He may feel good 
deſires, and make efforts to turn to God; but his ſpiritual 
ſenſes, are not yet unfolded, and the veil of obſcurity ſtill 


covering his ſoul, he cannot ſee the Sun of Righteouſneſs, nor 
the day of Life Eternal: he is not yet born of God. 


* | 


Let us yet continue the parallel, The birth of an Infant 
:5 commonly accompanied with ſorrows inexpreſſible. This 
bleſſing coſts ſighs, tears, and even piercing cries. In ſorrow 
{halt thou bring forth children, ſays God to Eve, after ſhe 
had ſinned; and this ſentence is alſo, more or leſs executed 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe upon all ſinners who enter into life by 
Regeneration. If Lydia felt the ſorrows of repentance but 


for a moment before the Lord opened her heart; if three 
thouſand perſons were pricked to the heart during the preach- 


ing of $t, Peter, and were immediately after regenerated, re- 
| | Wl ceiving 


— 


En! 
ceiving Remiſſion of Sins and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſ? 2 
the Scripture teaches us that David, Hezekiah, Manaſſuh 
and St. Paul, did not paſs ſo ſoon nor ſo eaſily from death 
unto life. But however the circumſlances may differ, it 4s 
certain that the change which accompanies the New Birth is 
fuch that none can be inſenſible of it who have experienced 


it. A child is no ſooner born than he exiſts in a manner 


altogether different, He breaths; he feels the air that ſur- 
rounds him; and by an alternate motion receives it in and 
ſends it forth continually. All his corporeal ſgnſes ate affected 
by, and employed upon, their proper objects. His Eyes are 
opened to the light, and hence he perceives an infinite variety 
of new things. His ears are ſtruck with a thouſand different 
ſounds; and the faculty which he has of touching, taſling, 
and feeling, diſcovers to him every moment ſomething of thoſe 
material things that are under the Sun. Regeneration cauſes 
an equal revolution in the ſoul of the ſinner. He is no ſooner 
born of God than he becomes ſenſible of the preſence of the 
Supreme Being, He can ſay by experience with David, 
Thou haſt beſet me behind and befere, and laid thy hand 
upon me. He renders back without cealing to God, by prayer 
and praiſe, . the breath of ſpiritual life which he receives by 


faith; and acquiring every moment new ftrength, his ſpiritual | 


ſenſes are unfolded, exerciſed, and become capable of diſcern- 
mg ſpiritual objefts, 


The Eyes of his underſtanding are opened. He ſees in 
every Place him. that is inviſible. God who commanded the 
light to ſhine into the darkneſs, ſhines into his heart, and en- 
lightens him with the knowledge of the Glory of God in the 
face of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. God lifts upon him the light 
of his countenance, - With Abraham he ſees the day of the 
Lord , the day which is to him the beginning of Eternal Life; 
and ſeeing it he rejoices with joy unſpeakable, His ears are 
opened as well as his Eyes. God does not now call in vain. 
He underſlands, he knows the voice of his Shepherd. He 

| comes 
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(46 ) 
eomes to him. He taſtes the good word of God; and the 


Powers of the world to come, In a word his ſpiritual ſenſes 
are all in action; the veil is taken away: the things of God 
are no longer myſtery or fooliſhneſs. He knows, he compre- 
hends them, He feels the peace which paſſes all underſtanding, 
the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and the love of God ſhed abroad 


in his heart, He knows that he is born of God, He knows 


that he dwells in God, and God in him. 


This is your ſtate, Reader, if you are a believer: if you 
have that faith which is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not ſeen, But if you have never 
experienced that inward change, Judge yourſelf that you be 
not Judged of the Lord. Be deeply ſenſible and confeſs, 
that becauſe you are not born again, you cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God. Conſider the reaſons which prove the 
abſolute neceſſity of Regeneration, They will infallibly con- 


. vince you, if you ſuffer the Grace of God to n you feel 


all their foree and importance. 
PART THE THIRD. 


Why no man can fee the Kingdom of God without being 
born again, 


It is certain from the teſtimony of ſacred Scripture, that before 
the fall of Adam, our nature participated of a Holineſs and a 
Goodneſs, of which we have not any remains in coming into 
the World. In this ſtate of ſpiritual life, Man loved God 
with all his heart, with all his ſoul, and with all his mind, 
He ſerved him with all his irength, He gave him thanks | 
for all things. He rejoiced in him with joy unſpeakable, 
and he had a conſtant communion with him by the Holy 


Spirit, of which he was the Temple. But by one man fin 
| entered 


84 : 
efitered into the World, and death by fin, and death paſſed 


upon all men becauſe all have ſinned, Thus we are born 


children of wrath, not only deſtined to bodily death, and ex- 
poſed to death eternal, but already ſpiritually dead in Original 


Sin. Conceived in fin, and ſhapen in iniquity, we are alien- 


ated from the life of God, having only carnal and earthly 


alfections, in which St. Paul declares conſiſts the death of our 
fouls, And as God is not the God of the dead but the 
living, it 1s clear, that before we can call Jeſus Lord by the Holy 
Ghoſt, or Father by the Spirit of Adoption; before we can 
experience that which St. Paul calls the life of God, we 
muſt feel inwardly the power of the reſurreftion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and receive from him a new heart and a right ſpirit; ſpiritual 
and heavenly affettions. This is the Sacred Oil with which 
God anoints true Chriſtians, The want of this Oil, of this vivi- 
fying Grace, it is which cauſes the fooliſh Virgins to be ex- 
cluded from the Kingdom of Heaven, as well as the Adulterers. 


But again. As the decrees of God are unchangeable, The 
Heavens ſhall be ſhaken, and the Truth of God fail, before 
a child of Adam ſhall ſee the face of God without ſanQtifica- 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. You muſt be 
trans formed by the renewing of your mind, in order to prove 


his holy, and acceptable, and perfect Will, It ordains that you 


ſhall put off the Old Man, and put on the New Man, 


created after him in righteouſneſs and true holineſs: and he 
declares ſolemnly by the mouth of his Son, that none ſhall 
Fe his Kingdom without being born again. Do not imagine 
that becauſe Godis good he will ceaſe to be true, and that he 


forgets to be holy and juſt becauſe he is patient, No, his 


Mercy does not make him the Father of lies, and you ſhould 
remember, that though Heaven and Earth paſs away, his Word 
hall not paſs away, 


But do you ſtill demand, why nothing that is impure and 
that defileth ſhall enter the Kingdom of God; and why there 
C are 
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are none before his throne but the ſpirits of the juſt made perfed, 
and ſaints whoſe robes are waſhed and made white in the blood 
of the Lamb? The reaſon is clear. Sin, that leproſy of the 
Devil, muſt not offend HIM, whoſe eyes are too pure to ſee 
evil. Defilement and iniquity cannot dwell with the King of 
Saints, There is no refuge, no dwelling place in the heavenly 
Jeruſalem for Vipers, Dogs, or Swine, The Proud, the 
Paſſionate, lying and revengeful Perſons; the Envious, the 
Covetous, the Senſual, cannot enter there: and if they could, 


they would find God only a conſuming fire. Who ſhall. 


aſcend into the Hill of the Lord? fays David, He who hath 


clean hands, and a pure heart. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 


ſays Jeſus, for they ſhall ſee God. Miſerable are thoſe 
whoſe hearts are not purified, for they ſhall never ſee him. 
There is no communion between light and darkneſs, between 
Chriſt and Be/tal, To ſee the face of God in righteouſneſs, 
we mult be cleanſed from our natural corruption, and become 


partakers of the nature of Chriſt, and of the image of God. 


From hence it appears, that Regeneration is the firſt de- 


gree of Salvation. Grace is the only way to glory, and holineſs 


the one foundation of true happineſs. If we do not learn 
to know, in this world, Jeſus Chriſt who ſaves his people 


| from their fins, we ſhall hear him fay one day, Depart from 


me, I know ye not, ye workers of iniquity, God will re- 
ceive into his Kingdom only thoſe whom Chriſt ſhall ſanctify 
in ſoul, body, and ſpirit, As on the one fide, fin is the ſeed 
of death, hell begins in thoſe who are not regenerated. On 


the other, holineſs is life eternal, and heaven is already 


opened in the believing ſoul, He who beheveth in me faith 
Jeſus, hath eternal life; he has the earneſt, the ſeal, and the 
foretaſte of it. And as Hell cannot be for thoſe who are 
ſaved from their fins by Jeſus, neither can Paradiſe be for 
thoſe who are not partakers of the Divine Nature, We may 
add that it is as prepoſterous to flatter ourſelves with the 
hope of Glory without having paſſed through Regeneration, 

; | as 


( 19 ) 
as to hope to ſee noon-day, without the intervention of the 
morning, or the ſummer of the year without the ſpring. 


Moreover, to rejoice in the pleaſures that are at God's 
right hand for evermore, it is needful to have ſenſes and a 
taſte that correſpond thereto, The ſwine trample pearls under 
their feet, Dogs prize an ingot of gold no more than a 
flint. The elevated diſcourſe of a Fl loſopher is inſupportable 
to a ſtupid Mechanic; and an ignorant Peaſant introduced 
into a circle of men of learning and taſte, is diſguſted, ſighs 
after his village, and declares no hour ever appeared to him 


ſo long. It would be the ſame to a man who is not regene- 


fated, if we could ſuppoſe that God would ſo far forget his 
truth as to open to him the Gate of Heaven. If his heart 
were not created anew; if from a natural he were not changed 
to a ſpiritual man, however blameleſs he had been in his life, 
he would be as incapable of thoſe tranſports of love which 
make the happineſs of the glorified ſaints, as a horſe is to ad- 


mire the luſtre of a diamond, or a ſwine to contemplate with 
delight the beautiful water of a pearl. 


He is ignorant of the language of the heavenly Canaan. 
He cannot expatiate on the love of Jeſus with the heavenly | 


inhabitants, It would be inſupportable for him now to medi- 
tate one hour on the perfettions of God, What then ſhall 
he do among the Cherubim and Seraphim, and the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect, who draw from thence their tranſporting 
delights? He loyes the pleaſures and comforts of an animal 


life ; but are theſe the ſame with the exerciſes of the ſpiritual - 


life ? Are they not rather inſupportable to him? And al- 
though he will not acknowledge it, does he not hate God in 


his heart? Yes, he hates him, if his actions are to be cre= 


dited rather than his words. He cannot employ himſelf one 
hour in prayer to Jeſus without ſecretly wiſhing that the 
burthenſome toil was concluded, His converſations, his rea- 
dings, his amuſements, as void of edification as of uſefulneſs, 
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rarely fatigue him; but one hour of meditation or prayer is 
inſupportable. If he be not born again, not only he cannot 
be in a ſtate to rejoice in the pleaſures of Paradiſe, any more 
than a deaf man to receive with tranſport the moſt exquilite 
Muſic, or a blind man to admire the works of the moſt emi- 
nent Painters ; but the moſt raviſhing delights of Angets would 
cauſe in him an inſupportable diſtaſle, Yes, he would baniſh 
himſelf from the preſence of God, rather than paſs an Eternity 
| in proſtrating himſelf before the Throne, and crying day and 
1 night, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hoſts, who is, and 


who was, and who 1s to come 


It is very eaſy for ſuch an one to ſay with the croud of 
Worldlings, „ hope that God will be merciful, and open to 
i | me the Gate of Heaven.“ But it is not ſo eaſy to have juſt 
| ideas of the Heaven to which he flatters himſelf he ſhall go. 
It were to be wiſhed that he would conſider thoſe words of 
our Lord, The Kingdom of God is within you, They prove 
clearly that Paradiſe confiſts more in the heavenly diſpoſitions 
of the hearts of the faithful, than in the glorious pomp of a 
local Heaven, We ſee, in the book of Job, that Satan, in- 
} termingling himſelf with the Saints, preſented himſelf with 

them before the Throne, But was he the more happy ? No, 
the Kindom of Darkneſs, and conſequently his own hell, was 
within him. On the contrary, we may eaſily conceive a Saint 
1 in a local Hell; an Abednego in the burning fiery furnace, or 
1 a St. John in the cauldron of boiling oil, yet happy by vir- 
| . tue of the Kingdom of God within them, even righteouſneſs, 
in and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, We conclude, that 
ig the Gate of Heaven muſt be opened upon Earth by Regene- 
4. ration, and by the Love of God, or that it will remain ſhut 
i for ever; and that a local Paradife would be only a ſorrowful 
15 Priſon, to a man who was not regenerated; becauſe, carrying 
nothing thither but depraved and earthly appetites and paſſions, 
and finding nothing there but ſpiritual and celeſtial objetts, 
4 diſguſt and diſſatis faction muſt be the conſequenee; and, like 
| Satan, 
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Satan, his own mind would be his hell, Sinners cannot 
now comprehend this. But when their day of grace ſhall be 
paſt, and they given over to a reprobate mind, they ſhall 
terribly feel the neceſſity of a Spiritual Birth in order to be 
delivered from Hell, and to ſee the Kingdom of Heaven : 
but, alas! it will be then too late, 


To all theſe conſiderations permit me to add another, 
which ariſes from the Nature of the thing, and of itfelf claims 
our attention. Good ſenſe cannot but diftate to us, that drun- 
kards, gluttons, and impure perſons, in a word, all the ſervants 
of Belial, will, in the great day, follow the Maſter which 
they now ſerve.. And is it not alſo clear, that the unjuſt, the 
extortioners, the covetous, and all thoſe who defend the inte- 
reſts of the kingdom of darkneſs, under the ſtandard of Mam- 
mon, ſhall be excluded the Kingdom of Heaven as well as 
their infernal Leader? And can we doubt, that the World- 
lings, whoſe minds are more occupied with the pleaſures and 
comforts” of this life, than with the love and glory of God, 
will have their portion with Satan who is the God of this world ? 
Beſides, does not reaſon convince us, that a depraved ſoul, loaded 
with the weight of its own ſenſuality, will precipitate itſelf into 
the abyſs, as a ſtone preſſed by its own weight falls towards the 


centre And is it not as eaſy to conceive that the heavieſt 


and dulleſt of the feathered animals, ſhould ſoar like an 
Eagle towards the Sun, as to imagine that a ſoul that never 
had its converſation in Heaven; that a ſoul who had never 
received by Regeneration the wings of a firm faith, a lively 
hope, and a burning love, ſhould be able to follow Jeſus, and 
aſcend to Heaven with the triumphant Army of the Sons of 
God? We may then conclude, that our Saviour's words are 


founded on eternal reaſon and juſtice, and that if a man de 


-not born again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 
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PART THE FOURTH: 
DIVIDED INTO TWO SECTIONS 


SECTION I. 


How: dangerous it is to take the Regularity of our Manners 
for the Regeneration of our Souls. 


Perhaps ſome one will ſay, “I am convinced that perjured 
perſons, debauchees, murderers, and thoſe who aft unjuſtly, 
| ſhall never ſee the Kingdom of Heaven without being born 
again. But IT thank God 1 am not of this number. From 
my youth I have lived in the practice of temperance and 
juſtice : and I flatter myſelf Iam alſo no ſtranger to Religion. 
I conſlantly attend the Church; I read the word of God; 
I pray and communicate regularly, Are not theſe indubitable 
marks of my Regeneration? And was I not born again of wa- 


ter, and of the Holy Spirit, in my Baptiſm'?” 


Before I anſwer this queſlion, permit me to aſk ſome which 
are not leſs important. Have you peace with God ? Have you the 
remiſſion of your ſins ? Has God revealed his Son in you? When 
you examine yourſelf, do you feel that Chriſt is in you the hope of 
Glory? Have you received the Spirit of Adoption, witneſſing with 
your ſpirit that you are a child of God? Have you ever beheld 
the light of God's countenance, and felt the powers of the 
world to come? Do you taſte the heaven which faithful 
ſouls enjoy even in this life, the love of God {hed abroad in 
their heart by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto them ? 
Is your ſoul athirſt for the living God? Does it pant after 
him as the thirfly Hart after the brooks of water? Do you 
count all things as dung and droſs for the excellency of the 


know ledge | 


knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus? Are you no longer conformed 


to this evil world, but do you live as a Stranger and a Pilgrim 
upon Earth? Do you preſs with joy towards the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, in which are already your treaſure and your heart? 
Does your ſoul aſcend to God, even as the flame towards 
Heaven? Do you celebrate in all your converſation the 
praiſes of him who has called you out of darkneſs into his 


marvelous light? And do you find within you the humility, the 


patience, the dilintercfledneſs, the renunciation of the World, 
the holy joy, the tender zeal, the conſtant ſweetneſs, che defire 
to be with Chriſt, the modeſt gravity, the unteigned love, 
which charaerizes true Believers, 


If theſe queſtions do not ſurprize you, if the Spirit of God 
have enabled you to ſound the depths which they contain ; if 
your moſt lively concern be, that you experience thoſe heavenly 
diſpoſitions in a low degree; and that your moſt vehement deſire is, 
that you may grow in grace every moment, until you feel all 
the power of the reſurreftion of Jefus,—you are a child of God, 
you are born again! Whether as Samuel you have walked 
in the way of the Lord from your infancy, or like St. Paul 
beheld the light of the Sun of Righteouſneſs in the midſt of 
your career, it imports not; all is yours, for you are Chrilt's, 


and Chriſt is God's. 


But if, far from finding in your heart, and in your conver- 
ſation, theſe Marks of a New and Spiritual Birth, your conſcience 
riſes againſt you, and you are forced to confeſs, that you feel 
within you rather the natural than the {ſpiritual man, being more 
occupied with Earth than with Heaven; with yourſelf and the 
World, than with the love of Jeſus, and the Glory to which 
he calls you; we ſhould only lay a ſtumbling block in your 
way, if we did not cry to you in the words of our divine 
Maſter, Ye muſt be born again, or you cannot ſee the Kingdom 
of God. We mean not by this that you muſt reform your 
life even as ſcandalous finners, No, you live, it may be, 
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according to the ſtrict rules of juſtice and temperance, ' You 
give alms, you fulfil the exterior duties of religion. We may 
believe even that, with Nicodemus, you do all this in the inte- 


grity of your heart, and as unto God, But the Lord declares, 


that although you have the form of godlineſs you have hither- 
to denied its power. He declares that your righteouſneſs, which 
does not exceed that of the Phariſees, will never introduce you 
into the Kingdom of God, Yes, were you a ſecond Cornelius, 
a devout man, fearing God with all your houſe, giving much 
alms to the people, ſeeking God with faſling and continual 
prayer; if God hath not accepted you in the Beloved ; if by 
faith in the name of Jeſus you have not received remiſhon of 
your fins ; if the Holy Spirit have not deſcended upon you ; if 
God who knoweth the heart bearcth not witneſs to you as to him, 
purifying your heart by faith; your baptiſm has not ſaved you. 


And although you may not be far from the Kingdom, you are not 


yet poſleſt of it, you are not yet regenerated. You have the fear of 
the Lord but not his love. You are not yet a Child of God. You 
Kill want the ſpirit of adoption in order to be a Chriſtian ; 
for in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion, nor uncircumciſion 
availeth any thing, but a New Creation, .an entire change. of 
our ſoul, as well as of our life, In a word, a new heart, a 


right ſpirit : the Kingdom of God within us. 


If theſe things be ſo, (and they cannot be denied without 
trampling under foot the truth as it is in Jeſus) ſuffer the 
word of God to penetrate into your ſoul, This day hear 
the voice of God, and harden not your heart. The things 
which you read regard your eternal peace. Ah ! bewareleſt 
your unbelief hide them from your eyes for ever. Are you 
ene of thoſe Saints of the World, who make a fair ſhew in 
the fleſh ; and who, far from ſuffering perſecution for the croſs 
of Chriſt, are honoured of men, becauſe you ſtill conform to 


the preſent World? Who content with your moral duties, 


and exterior piety, do not come to Jeſus with the repentance 
and importunity of the Publican ? Suffer this fooliſhneſs of 
preaching 


al 


( #5 ) 
preaching to pull off your maſk, Renounce your own wiſdom : 
tear off the vain robe of your own righteouſneſs; and ſmiting vour 
breaſt come to Chriſt with the Publicans and Harlots, and groan 
for Regeneration, without which you cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Nicodemus has ſet you the example, He at length 
received the Kingdom as a little child, and was more than conqueror 
through the blood of the Lamb, Tread in his bleſſed footſteps. 
And if you alſo are a Maſter in Iſrael, follow his ſimplicity, 
and triumph like him over all your prejudices, your doubts, and 
the fear of thoſe who ſay they are the Iſrael of God, and 


are not; and having followed him in the Regeneration, you ſhall 
ſoon follow him to glory. 


But if you are an open ſinner, if you live in the practice 
of injuſtice, intemperance, impurity, or falſhood ; thirſting after 
gold or pleaſure ; deſpiſing the name of God and his word; 
we need not attempt to prove that, you are not regenerate, 
Your ſins have a voice, they cry as Jeſus did to ſuch groſs 
offenders, you are of your Father the Devil, for his works you 
do. You know it is ſo; your own heart condemns you. 
Wonder not then that we denounce your utter perdition, in the name 
of God, if you are not born again. Strive to open your eyes, 
and behold the corruption of your heart, that depraved ſource 
of your ungodly manners. Behold the deſtroying Angel behind 
you, the eternal Abyſs opening under your feet, and the Lord 
Jeſus ready to take vengeance on you as his enemies. O that 
the idea of theſe awful events may awaken, before their reality 
overwhelms you! O may the fear of the Lord be in you 
the beginning of wiſdom! This moment turn to your gra- 
cious God; to-morrow may, be too late, This is the day 


of ſalvation for you. If you negle& it, the coming night 


may be the commencement of night eternal to your ſoul. 
And will you trifle with a danger like this? Will you do 
nothing to eſcape the Sword of Divine Juſtice? If your 
danger move you not, conſider your intereſt, This would be 
ſuſpcient to produce an entire change in you, if you would 
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conſider it ſeriouſly. In this world God offers you the par- 
don of your fins, and a happineſs which can only be ſur- 
paſſed by that of glorified ſaints; and after this life a king- 
dom—a kingdom in the heavens, And will you careleſsly re- 
nounce this, becauſe you cannot obtain it without pain? 
Rather than be born again do you reſolve to loſe a Crown 
of Eternal Glory ? To loſe your God, your Saviour, your 
all? Yea, to deſtroy yourſelf? Be not deceived. If the 
Kingdom of Heaven be ſhut againſt you, the Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs, the Second Death becomes your portion, If the King- 
dom of God be not eftabliſhed within you; if the founda- 
tion of it be not laid in your ſoul in this life, by the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, the peace of God, and the joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the worm that dieth not, and the fire that 1s 
not quenched, ſhall terribly revenge your contempt for the 
blood of the covenant, in which your fins might be waſhed 
away, if you had implored the ſacred ſprinkling. Be not 
offended at our freedom. God knows that if we ſpread before 
you the treaſures of his wrath, which he reſerves for the day 
of wrath, it is that you may fly to thoſe of his mercy. 
Theſe are ſtill open. His great and precious promiſes are ſtill _ 
for you. By theſe you may be made partakers of the Divine 
Nature in this life, and after death of the inheritance among 


the ſaints in light, * 
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* SECTION II. 


The Difference between the Reformation of a Phariſee, and 
the Regeneration of a Chriſtian, more particularly confidered. 


To the preceding Exhortation permit me to add an Advice 
which 1s of the laſt importance. Many ſinners acknowledge 
the neceſſity of Regeneration without being profited thereby, 
becauſe they confound it with Reformation of Life. Reader, 
beware of this error. Remember, it is not ſufficient to die 

on 


17 


to ſin, if we be not raiſed into newneſs of life. It is a 
little thing to ſay, „By the grace of God I am not what 1 
was,“ if we cannot add, by the ſame grace I am what 1 
never have been,” It is a little thing to be able to ſay, 1 
am no ſwearer, drunkard, unclean perſon ; I do not walk after 
the fleſh :”' unleſs we feel at the ſame time that we walk in 


the ſtraight path of Faith, Hope, and Divine Love. 


You are no longer unjuſt, well; but like Zacheus, do you 
give the half of your goods to feed the poor, and if you 
have wronged any man do you reſtore four-fold ? You are 
no longer ſenſual, and voluptuous; but are your affections 
ſpiritual and divine? You are no longer enſlaved to paſſion 
and anger; but does the peace of God which paſſes all un- 
derſtanding, keep your ſoul in the ſweetneſs and patience of 
the Lamb of God? You are no longer filled with that 
pride which made you hate your ſuperiors, deſpiſe your in- 
feriors, and ſhun your equals; but in its place, do you feel 
in your heart the poverty of ſpirit, and the humility of Jeſus ? 
Do you never indulge what one calls © a polite pride ?“ Do 
you never pique yourſelf upon your gentz/ity, or upon any 
worldly diſtinftion ? You are perhaps an eminent perſon, and 
you feel it is unworthy an honeſt man to lie or calumniate ; but 
do you always firmly take part with the truth ? Do you comfort, 
reprove, or exhort your brethren with the ſweetneſs and zeal 
of a Chriſtian? You no longer mock at the Word of God; 
but do you meditate upon it day and night? And is it as ſweet 
to your ſoul as honey to your palate ? 

You are convinced it is a great fin to take the name of 
God in vain; but do you rejoice -with reverence every time 
you pronounce, or think of that ſacred name? You deteſt 
impiety, you cry out againſt that deluge of iniquity which 
threatens to deſtroy us; but are you not either tranſported with 
bitter zeal, or lukewarm and filled with vain confidence? You 


lament over many that you ſee at church, and at the holy 
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table; but when you are there, do you rejoice as in the pre- 
ſence of the, Lord? Does all that is within you cry out by 
happy experience, How dreadful is this place? It is the 
dwelling of the mighty God! Do you inwardly feed upon 
the bread of Angels? Do you drink of the waters that ſpring 
up into everlaſting life? Do you taſte that the Lord is good ? 


You enter regularly into your cloſet, and you blame thoſe 
who negle& to pray to their Father who ſeeth in ſecret ; but 
do you there ſeek your God with tears until he manifeſts him- 


ſelf to you as he does not unto the world Are you fick of 


love (to uſe the expreſſion of Solomon), feeling that your 
Beloved is yours, and that you are his; that his left hand is 
under your head, and that his right hand embraces you? In 
a word, do you find there the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt? 


You feel that the life of a Chriſtian ought to be a conſtant pre- 
paration for death, and as it is contrary to good ſenſe to take 
thoſe diverſions in which we would not that death ſhould find 
us, you therefore leave Plays, Uſeleſs Viſits, Balls, Finery, 
Romances, Cards, &c. to thoſe whom the God of this world 
blinds, leſt they ſhould ſee eternity ready to ſwallow them 
up: but do you redeem the time, that you may walk in all 
thoſe good works which the Lord has prepared for you? Does 
the love of Chriſt conſtrain you, ſo that your duty becomes 
your delight ? Do you love to viſit the Lord Jeſus in pri- 
ſon, and in the abode of the widow and orphan ? Do you 
ſeek the Poor that are deſpiſed? Are you merciful to the 
utmoſt of your power, both to the bodies and the ſouls of men? 
And do you find more pleaſure in adminiſtering to the afflicted, 
and weeping with thoſe that weep, than the children of this 
world experience in all their vain delights ? | 


Your life is not irregular, thanks be to God! You do 
not live any longer in preſumptuous fins, But do you feel 
the 
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the ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt? Do you know that you 
have redemption through his blood the forgiveneſs of your ſins? 
In a word, are you crucified with Chriſt, living no longer to 
yourfelf, but to God ? Is Chriſt your life? Do you feel 
that your life is hid with Chriſt in God? 


Reader, behold in theſe queſlions the Difference between 
the Reformation of a Phariſee, and the Regeneration of a 
Child of God. Some degrees of preventing grace, and of 
| reaſon and reflection, ſuffice for the firſt, but nothing leſs can 
effect the ſecond, than a Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, and a 
real participation of the death and reſurrettion of Jeſus, Be- 
ware, if indeed you would fly from the wrath to come, and 
ſee the Kingdom of God, beware that you reſt not in the 
former ſtate. If you do, the Publicans and Harlots ſhall go 
into the Kingdom of Heaven before you, or rather you ſhall 
never enter therein, Chriſt himſelf has ſolemnly declared it, 
Matt. v. 20. xxi. 31. Accuſe us not of ſeverity, in thus 
following Eternal Wiſdom, and in not daring to make void 
any words written in the Book of Life. To flatter you in 
this reſpect would be to loſe our own ſouls, and that without 
remedy. | 


We are not ignorant, that the voice of worldlings, like 


the ſound of many waters, lifts itſelf up on all ſides and 
drowns that of the Saviour. In vain we declare, that 
thoſe who falſely call him Lord, ſhall not enter into his King- 
dom, In vain we cry to ſinners to ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtraight gate of Regeneration, becauſe many will ſeck to enter 
by that of Reformation, and ſhall not be able. Sinners, 
always incredulous and obſtinate, and ever carried away by the 
multitude, refuſe to hear the voice of their Shepherd, Wolves 
in ſheep's cloathing betray them, Death ſeizes them before 
they are born again, and chains of darkneſs keep them bound 
to the judgment of the great day, Fools ! to be blinded by 

that 
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that which ſhould open their eyes, viz. the multitude that are 
content to live without Regeneration. As if Chriſt had not 
expreſsly faid, Many are called but few choſen ; that his flock 
is a little lock; and that few walk in the narrow path that 
leads to life. 


Renounce, Reader, renounce the preſumptuous folly of 
worldlings, and if the charm be not yet broken, ſuffer the 
grace of God to break it this moment! Say not you are rich 


and need nothing, Depend not on your good works, your- 


fincerity, your religious duties, your own righteouſneſs. Ac- 


knowledge, on the contrary, that as you are not born again 


you are yet in your fins; poor, and miſerable, and blind, and 


naked, Feel the neceſſity to buy gold tried in the fire that 
you may be rich and white cloathing, that the ſhame of 
your nakedneſs may not appear and to anoint thine eyes with 


eye-ſalve that thou mayeſt fee. Cry out, like the penitent 


Publican, with a broken and contrite heart, or as Saul pray- 
ing day and night for the Spirit of God, Lord be merciful 
to me a ſinner! Lord who ſhall deliver me from the body 
of this death? Lord what ſhall I do to be born again? If theſe 
be the deſires of thy ſoul, attend to the Concluſion of this 
Difcourſe. There you ſhall ſee, that however dangerous your 
eaſe may be, it is not deſperate; and you ſhalt be convinced, 
that there is balm in Gilead, You ſhall confeſs that faith in 


the blood of Chriſt can not only heal the wounds of a dying | 


foul, but raiſe to life one that is ſpiritually dead, 


THE: CONCLUSION. 


By what Means a Soul may be born again, 
{ 


God takes the Title of, SLow TO ANGER; ABUNDANT IN 
GOODNESS AND TRUTH, He ſwears by himſelf, that he has no 
plcaſure in the. death of a ſinner, but that he ſhould be converted 


and 
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and live ; and the effefts anſwer to thoſe tender declarations. 
His mercy has found a way to raiſe fallen man, (if he will 
yeild,) and to place him again among his children, without 
wounding his juſtice. This way is aſtoniſhing, unthought of, 
incomprehenſible. It ſurpaſſes infinitely the conjettures 
of Angels, and the deſires of men. And it is ſo infallible, 
that all who have a due ſenſe of their miſerable fall in Adam ; 
all thoſe who feel that they can no more regenerate them- 
{elves than they can create a new heavens and a new earths 
may come to God, and receive Regeneration freely and by 
grace, and a right to the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Reader, you have heard of this remedy a thouſand times, 
But on the one hand, knowing neither your indigence nor your 
malady ; and on the other, having your underſtanding darkened 
by your unbelief, you have neither, perhaps, conſidered nor 
apprehended as a Chriſtian the things which belong to your 
peace. May you receive them now as the Goſpel of Chrift, 
which is the power of God unto ſalvation to every one that 
believeth4 


Know then that the Regeneration which we preach, 1s no- 


thing elſe than the two great operations of the Spirit of God 


upon a penitent ſoul, The firſt, called Juſtification, or the 
Remiſhon of Sins, is that gratuitous att of the divine mercy, 
by which God pardons the ſinner, who believes in Jeſus, all 
his paſt fins, and imputes his faith to him for righteouſneſs. 


Becauſe feeling that he has no righteouſnels, that he can do 


no work that is good in the fight of God, he ſubmits to the 
righteouſneſs of God. He receives with his heart, Jeſus 
Chriſt as his Saviour, his gratuitous Saviour, his ſole Sa. 
viour, and he knows that he has received him becauſe God 


Hills him with peace and joy in believing, and becauſe he re- 


ceives dominion over all his fins. 


This dominion over fin, which the Believer receives with 
the remiſſion of his paſt ſins, is the beginning or foundation, 


of 
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of the ſecond part of Regeneration, called in the holy Scripe 
wire, Sanfification, For in the ſame moment that the ſinner 
receives this Faith, the Faith which juſtifies ; at the ſame 
moment that the Spirit of God witneſſes with his Spirit that 
his fins are pardoned, he receives the power to love much, 
as he feels that he has much forgiven. The love of God 
being thus ſhed abroad in his heart, cauſes-an extraordinary 
revolution in all the powers of his ſoul, and makes him feel, 
though perhaps in a low degree, the Effefts of the New 
Birth, deſcribed in the ſecond part of this diſcourſe, 


We are far from concluding that the body of fin is deſtroyed 
by this circumciſion of the heart, this firſt revelation of Chriſt 
in the ſoul of a ſinner. No, the Old Man is only crucified 
with Chriſt ; and although he cannot att as before, he lives 
ſtill, and ſeeks occaſion to diſengage himſelf, and to exerciſe 
his tyranny with more rage than ever. David and St, Peter 
had painful experience of this; and hence we ſee that ſanc- 
tification is not generally the work of a day, nor gf a year. 
For although God can cut ſhort his work in righteouſneſs, as the 
penitent thief found it aforetime, and as many ſinners called 
at the eleventh hour have found it ever fince, it is never- 
theleſs in general a progreſſive work, and of long duration, 
We therefore define Sanctification to be, that powerful work 


of the Holy Spirit upon the heart of a pardoned ſinner, by 


which he receives power to go on from faith to faith; by 
which, illuminated more and more to ſee the glory of God 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, and renewed day by day in the 
image of his Saviour, which he had loſt in Adam, he feels 
himſelf internally changed from glory into glory, until he is 
filled with all the fulneſs of God: until he loves the Lord his God 
with all his heart and with all his ſoul, and with all his ſtrength, 
and his neighbour as himſelf, even as Chriſt loved him, This is 
the higheſt point of the ſanctification of a Believer, and con- 
ſequently his Regeneration is complete, 


SanGfication 


WW 


SanAtification cannot therefore begin before Juſtification 
for ſeeing that the Spirit of God ſanttifies the heart of a ſinner, 
that Spirit muſt be received. But he is not received but in 
the ſinners being pardoned. For according to Scripture, the 
firſt operation of the ſpirit of adoption is to cry Abba, Father! 
in the heart of which he takes poſſeſſion; to teſtify to the 
{pirit of the Believer that he is a child of God, and to 
give him the foretaſte of his heavenly inheritance, Beſide, 
reaſon convinces us, that God cannot communicate his nature, 
and the graces of his Spirit, to a man whoſe fins he has not 
yet pardoned, A King is not bountiful to a rebellious * 
before he reſtores him to his favour, 


Thus our Church alſo declares in her thirteenth Article, 
© That works done before the grace of Chriſt and the inſpira- 


tion of his Spirit are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they 


ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; Yea, rather for that they 
are not done as God has willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but they have the nature of fin, however 


good they may appear to men,” 


This being admitted, it is evident, that for a ſinner to 
know how he 1s to be regenerated, he is to conſider how he 
may be juſtified and ſanctified. Upon this the Scripture is 
clear. By grace ye are ſaved, ſays St. Paul, through faith, 
and that not of yourſelves it is the Gift of God, not of works 
teſt ary Man ſhould boaſt, being created anew in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good works. As if the Apoſtle had ſaid, by the faith 
God has freely given you, you are ſaved from your fins ; de- 
livered from the puniſhment which they deſerve, by juſtification, 
and from their dominion over you by ſanctification. Hence 
you are regenerated and New Creatures, Thus St. Paul de- 
clares that a living faith is the gate of ſalvation, and all the 
Scripture declares it with him. He who believeth ſhall be 
faved, ſays Jeſus Chriſt ; he who belieyeth hath everlaſting life, 
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and ſhall not come into condemnation, but is paſſed from 
death unto life. And St. John ſhews us that this paſſing 
from death unto life, and Regeneration is the ſame thing. 
He who believeth is born of God, ſays he, in his firſt Epiſtle, 
and in his Goſpel he declares, that thoſe who receive Chriſt, 
to them he gives power to become the Sons of God, even to 
thoſe who believe on his name, who are þorn not of the will 
of man, but of God. : | 

Our Church declares the ſame thing. In her Homilies 
ſhe teaches, that the only inſtrument neceſſary to ſalvation is 
Faith, which is there defined, ** a ſure and firm confidence, that 


through the merits of Chriſt, our fins are forgiven, 1 we 
reconciled to God, wt 


Obſerve has. Reader, with reſpet to Faith, none can 
enjoy it but thoſe who have felt their need of it. Jeſus 
Chriſt never gives this ſweet aſſurance, this teſtimony of his 
Spirit, but to thoſe whoſe hearts are really contrite, Come 
to me, ſays he, all ye who labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt, He invites no others, he comforts no 
others, Before the Spirit of God convinces the world of 
righteouſneſs, he convinces of fin, becauſe they believe not in 
Jeſus, None can come to the Son for juſtifying faith, unleſs 
the Father draw him by a ſenſe of his fins, and by the fear 
of that puniſhment which he merits. 


If theſe ak have diſſipated your doubts. If you no 
longer halt between God and Baa!, If you are convinced, 
that you can never. ſee the Kingdom of God without Parry 
born again, and that the ſole means of obtaining this bleſſing, 
is by a Faith of the operation of God, and which is the 
power of God unto Salvation; a Faith by which Chriſt is 
revealed in us, and we obtain peace with God, A Faith which 
is the ſubſtance of things hoped for and the evidence of things 

not 


CW) 


not ſeen, Which points, like John the Baptiſt, to the Lamb 
of God. who taketh away the fin of the world, and who 
freely and graciouſly gives this Faith to thoſe who earneſtly 
ſeek it, Come then, dear Reader, come to the throne of 
grace; but come condemned by your conſcience, burdened by 
the weight of your iniquities, and pierced with a ſenſe of 
your unbelief, and hardneſs of heart. Implore the mercy of 
your Judge until he ſhews himſelf your Father in giving you 
the Spirit of Adoption ; your Jeſus iu ſaving you from your 
ſins; your Chriſt in giving you the unftion of the Holy 
Spirit ; your Emanuel in revealing himſelf in you, and dwel- 
ling in your heart by Faith, 


He invites you himſelf. Ho every one that thirſtethi 
come ye to the waters You who have no money, who are 
poor in ſpirit, who tremble at my word, come, buy wine and 
mill without money and without price, Why do ye ſpend 
your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for 
that which ſatisfyeth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat that which is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in 
fatneſs, Come to me! MHearken! And I will make an ever- 
laſting covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of David, and 
your ſoul ſhall live, In the great day of the feaſt, Jeſus 
cried, ſaying, if any man thirſt let him come to me and drink, 
He who belicveth in me, out of his belly ſiall flow rivers of 
living water, And this, ſays St. John, ſpake he of the Spirit 
which they who believe on him ſhould receive: for the Spirit 
was not yet given becauſe that Feſus was not yet glorified, 


But Jeſus is glorified! He is aſcended to his Father, and 
to our Father, to his God, and to our God! And from the 


throne of his glory he ſends every day, into contrite hearts, 


the Comforter, whom the world cannot receive, becauſe it de- 
fires not to know him, But you, afflitted ſoul, ſhall receive 


kim, if indeed you pant after him, and refuſe to be comforted. 
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until he comes. The time cometh, yea is now come, that 
you ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth ; and filled 
with the Spirit of Truth you alſo ſhall cry out, I know in 
whom I have believed! Lord now let thy ſervant go in 
peace for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation! Yes, you ſhall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt for the Remiſſion of Sins, 
and juſtified freely by faith, You ſhall have peace with God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and rejoice in God your Sa- 
viour with 13 and full of glory. Aft, and it 
ſhall be given you ; ſeek and ye fhall find, knock, and it ſhall 
be opened unto you. If ye, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more hall your heavenly 
Father give his Holy Spirit to them that aſk him ? Doubt 
not the fidelity of God! Conſider, the promiſe is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all who are afar off, whom 
the Lord your God ſhall call. The God of truth has made 
this glorious promiſe... Pray that it may be ſealed upon your 
heart! But pray with all prayer, and ſupplication, at all times; 
watching thereunto with all perſeverence. And remember, that 
when your prayer. 1s granted you ſhall be in Chriſt a New 
Creature, The Spirit of God ſhall bear witneſs to your ſpirit 
that you are a Child of God, and that your Faith is really 
that which juſtifies and regenerates, 


Take heed in the mean time, that impatience and unbelief 
mingle not with the ſenſe of the number and greatneſs of your 
fins, and ſo plunge you into diſcouraging and exceſſive ſorrow, 
Are you tempted to doubt of the mercy of God? Reanimate 
your hope by meditating on the invitations of the God of all 
grace, and the promiſes of the God of truth. Is your ſoul 
ſpiritually ſick, yea dying? Conſider that Jeſus has ſaid, 
the whole have no need of a phyſician, but thoſe who are 
fick. Is it ſpiritually dead? Hearken to God manifeſt in 
the fleſh, I am the reſurreftion and the life; he that believeth 
in me though he were dead yet ſhall he live, and he who 
liveth and believeth in me ſhall never die! You feel that 
| 9 5 | you 


n 


you are loſt, Jefus fays expreſsly, I am not ſent but to the loft ſheep 
of the houſe of Iſracel. The Son of man is come to ſeek and to 


ſave that which was loſt. Do you doubt if he will receive you ? 


He ſays himſelf he will not break a bruiſed reed, nor quench 


the ſmoaking flax. He that cometh unto me I will in no wiſe 
caſt out. Do you feel that it is impoſſible ſuch a corrupt ſoul 
as yours ſhould be regenerated ? Jeſus ſays to you, believe, 
and you ſhall ſee the glory of God: all things are poſſible 
to him that believeth. Do you ſay you have no power ? 
Remember, power belongeth unto God, I will put my laws, 
ſays he, in your mind, and write them in your heart, I 
will be to you a God, and you ſhall be to me a people. Do 
you doubt if God can with juſtice pardon fins as great as 
yours? Come, ſays he, let us reaſon together; though your 
ſins were as ſcarlet they ſhall be white as ſnow, though red 
as crimſon, yet ſhall they be as wool, Yes, ſays St. Fohn, 
if we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
eur fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs, 


Immortal ſpirit, who readeſt theſe promiſes, why tarrieſt thou ? 
Why do you not cry out with tranſport, the Lord is faithful 
to pardon my fins! He has promiſed and he will do it. 1 
will then confeſs them to him day and night with tears: 1 
will not give reſt to my eyes, till they have ſeen the ſalvation 
of God, Conſider! It is becauſe the Almighty is juft that 
he will cleanſe you from all fin. Yes, his Son, his only Son, 
has ſatisfied Divine Juſtice for you. The ſtroke aimed at you 

has fallen upon his innocent head. The heavenly Vittim ftretched 
upon the croſs, has been devoured by the fire of that eternal 
vengeance Which flamed againſt you. The odour of this all 
perfect ſacrifice has reconciled that God who is a conſuming 
fire to the ſinner. The blood of the new covenant has flowed : 


it has made a prop:tiation for your fins. This blood, far from 


crying for vengeance like that of Abel, merits, demands, obtains 
for you, Repentance, Faith, Regeneration, and Eternal Life. The 
Paſcal Lamb, the Lamb without ſpot or blemiſh, is ſacrificed 
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for you. God withholds the arm of the deſtroying Angel, 
until this precious blood ſhall be fprinkled upon your ſoul ; 
until you are born again. The Holy Jeſus who fears leaſt 
you ſhould periſh in your impenitence, haſtes to offer you life 
eternal, Behold, ſays he, I ſtand at the door and knock, If 
any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and ſup with him and he with me, He fays to you, 
by the mouth of his Apoftle, that he who hath the Son hath 
life, and he who hath not the Son of God hath not life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him. He exhorts you by his 
ſervant David, to kiſs the Son left he be angry, and you periſh 
from the way, if his wrath be kindled but a little, Oh ! Reader, 
| gratefully accept thoſe kind invitations ; proſtrate yourſelf at 
| ied the feet of the Son of God, open the door of your heart to 
11 him, and cry inceſſantly, Come in, Lord Jeſus, Come in! 
Confeſs your poverty, your fins, your miſery, until the Kingdom 
of God is within you, Mourn till you are comforted : hunger 
and thrift after righteouſneſs till you are ſatisfied ; and travail 
in birth till Chriſt is formed within you : till being born of 
Cod you bear the image of the heavenly Adam, as Foe have = | 
borne the image of the earthly. 
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10 1 conjure you by the Majeſty of that God before whom 
4 Angels rejoice with trembling! By the terror of the Lord, 
i who may ſpeak to you in thunder, and this inflant require 
| % your ſoul of you! By the tender mercies, the bowels of 


compaſhon of your heavenly Father, which are moved in your 
„ favour, all ungrateful as you are! I conjure you by the 
incarnation of the Eternal Word, by whom you were created: 
by the humiliation, the pains, the temptations, the tears, the 
bloody ſweat, the agony, the cries of our great God and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt ! I conjure you by the bonds, the inſults, the 
ſcourgings, the robes of deriſion, the crown of thorns, the 
ponderous croſs, the nails, the inſtruments of death which 
Pierced his torn body! By the arrows of the Almighty, the 
poiſon of which drank up his ſpirit! By that myſterious ſtroke 

of 
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of wrath divine, and by thoſe unknown terrors which forced 
him to cry out, My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me! I conjure you by the intereſts of your immortal ſoul, 
and by the unfeen accidents which may precipitate you into 
eternity! By the bed of death, upon which you will ſoon be 
ſtretched, and by the uſeleſs ſighs which you will then pour 
out, if your peace be not made with God! I conjure you by 
the ſword of divine juſtice, and by the ſceptre of grace! By 
the ſound of the laſt trumpet, and by the ſudden appearance 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with ten thouſand of his holy Angels! 
By that auguſt Tribunal, at which you will appear with me, 
and which fhall decide our lot for ever! By the vain deſpair 
of hardened ſinners, and by the unknown tranſport of regene- 
rate ſouls! I conjure you from this inſtant work out your 

ſalvation with fear and trembling, Enter by the door into the 
ſheepfold : ſell all ro purchaſe the pearl of great price: count 
all things dung and droſs in compariſon of the excellency of 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt! Let him not go till he bleſſes 
you with that faith which juſtifies, and that ſanftification, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord! And ſoon tranſported from 
this vale of tears, into the manſion of the juſt made perfekt, 
you {hall caſt your crown of immortal glory at the feet 
of Him that fitteth upon the Throne, and before the Lamb, 
who has redeemed us by his blood: to whom be the bleſſing, 


and che honour, and the glory, and the power for ever and 
ever! Amen, | 
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